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B I GSLE  SJT  APE  U R B A N D I S T R I C T 
ANNUAL  JE  P 0 R T 
FOR  THE  lEAR 
1964 
of  the 

MED  ICAL  OFFICER  OF  HELILTH 

and 
of  the 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Dr.H. S.Bury,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. , 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


T.  Wilson,  M.  I.  Mun.E . , M.R.  S.H. , 

Public  Health  Inspector  and 
Surveyor. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1564 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
BIGGLESWADE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  upon  the 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  for  the  Urban  District  of  Biggleswade 
for  1964. 


The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  are  as  usual  quite 
satisfactory,  except  for  a rather  high  infant  mortaility  rate.  This 
however,  is  out  of  line  with  the  general  trend  and  is  of  little 
significance. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  under  the  age  of  6 5 were  again  low. 
Outstanding  causes  in  this  younger  age  group  were  Cancer  and  Coronary 
Heart  disease. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  low. 

Judging  by  the  number  of  medical  certificates  which  are 
sent  to  me  in  support  of  housing  applications,  there  are  still  a considerable 
shortage  of  family  houses  in  Biggleswade  and  for  special  accommodation  for 
old  people.  We  are  now  having  to  care  for  an  ever-increasing  number  ©f 
very  old  people  in  the  community  and  it  is  desirable  from  every  point  of 
view  that  these  people  should  be  able  to  maintain  an  independent  existence 
rather  than  having  to  enter  an  institution.  Their  special  needs  have  been 
the  subject  of  a great  deal  of  study  in  recent  years  and  the  time  has  come 
to  consider  the  provision  of  specially  constructed  labour- ug  dwellings 
in  addition  to  the  bungalows  already  built  for  old  persons  in  this  luvnn. 

The  refuse  tip  again  caused  some  concern  this  summer  but 
measures  taken  to  control  flies  and  vermin  were  more  successful.  The 
tip  is  nearing  the  end  of  its  useful  life  and  as  it  is  situated  in  an 
area  which  is  rapidly  becoming  built-up,  the  seeking  of  a more  satisfactory 
site  further  out  of  the  town  is  now  a matter  of  urgency. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the 
Council  and  the  staff  for  their  co-operation  during  the  year  and 
especially  Mr.  T.  Wilson  who  was  responsible  for  most  of  the  work 
contained  in  this  report. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


H.  S.  BURY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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BIGGLE  SWAP  E URBAN  D 1ST  R I C T 

COUN  C I L 

A N N U A JL L R E_P_Q_R_T 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for 

19  6 4 

0O0 


1.  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres  4,647 
Registrar  General’ s estimate  «f  home 

population  mid-year  1964  8,410 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  2,822 
Rateable  Value  £341,000 
Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £1,461 


2.  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Biggleswade  is  primarily  a market  town  and  is  the 
centre  of  a rich  agricultural  and  horticultural  area. 
Today  however,  the  town  also  has  an  increasing  amount  ©f 
light  engineering  and  other  industry.  There  is 
therefore,  plenty  of  employment  for  all  types  of  labour. 

The  only  social  problem  is  the  housing  shortage. 
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3 . VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  71 

Illegitimate  4 

79 

5 

150 

9 

Totals  75 

84 

159 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  Home  population  ... 
Adjusted  birth  rate  per  1,000  Home  population 
Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  

• • • • 

18.9 

19.7 

18.4 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

• ..  . ■■■!„ 

-.1  1 , 

To  tails 

- 

1 

1 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  births 

6.2 

Stillbirth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 

0 0 0 0 © e 

• 0 0 0 60* 

16.3 

DEATHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Deaths  in  the  district 

64 

52 

116 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  Home 

population 

13.8 

Area  comparability  Factor  . . . 4».69 

Adjusted  death  rate  per  1,000  Home  population  9.5 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  11.3 


Deaths  from  disease  and  accidents  of  pregnancy 

and  childbirth  NIL 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b2892390x 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males  Females  Total 

4 15 


Totals 


4 


Rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  31.4 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ....................  20.0 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per 

1,000  live  births)  ....  18.8 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week 

per  1,000  live  births  ........  25.1 

Peri- natal  mortality  rate  ( Stillbirths  and  deaths  under 
1 week  combined  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths)  .....  25.1 


STATISTICAL  TABLE  1954  - 1964 


DEATH  RATE 

1 

j 

BIRTH  RATE 

INFANT 

MORTALITY  RITE 

Biggleswade 

England 

i 

Biggleswade 

England 

Biggleswade  England 

Year 

Urban 

& Wales 

Urban 

& Wales 

Urban 

& Wales 

1 

1954 

12.6 

11.3 

i 

14.6 

15.2 

17.7 

25.5 

1955 

15.0 

11.7 

i 14.8 

15.0 

0.0 

24.9 

1936 

10.4 

11.7 

16.4 

15.7 

15.6 

23.8 

1957 

9.1 

11.5 

14.2 

16.1 

18.0 

23.0 

1958 

8.4 

11.7 

13.8 

16.9 

34*2 

22.5 

1959 

11.3 

11.6 

14.2 

16.5 

16.8 

22.0 

I960 

12.5 

11.5 

! 14.8 

17.1 

23.8 

21.7 

1961 

10.4 

12.0 

13.1 

17.4 

17.2 

21.4 

1962 

10.5 

11.9 

14.5 

18.0 

13.4 

21.4 

1963 

9.8 

12.2 

18.5 

18.2 

13.2 

20.9 

1964 

9.5 

11.3 

18.9 

18.4 

31.4 

20.0 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH  1964 


CAUSES 

Under 
16  yrs 

16  - 6A 

65  and 
over 

TOTALS 

M P 

M P 

M P 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

— — 

— — 

— 

2,  Tuberculosis,  other 

— — 

— — 

— — 

— 

3,  Syphilitic  disease 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

4.  Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

- 

- - 

- - 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

- - 

- _ 

- - 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8.  Measles 

— — 

— — 

— — 

— 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 

- 

- - 

_ - 

— 

1®.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

- 

1 1 

2 - 

A 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lungs,  bronchus 

- 

2 - 

3 - 

3 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

1 

1 

2 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- - 

- 

- 3 

3 

Ilf.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm 

_ 

2 2 

A - 

8 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

- 

- - 

- 

- 

16.  Diabetes 

- - 

_ _ 

1 1 

2 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

- - 

— — 

11  13 

2A 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

- 

5 1 

10  9 

25 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

- - 

- 

2 

2 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

— - 

1 - 

7 7 

15 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

- - 

_ 

A - 

A 

22.  Influenza 

— - 

- — 

1 1 

2 

23.  Pneumonia 

— - 

_ _ 

1 3 

A 

24.  Bronchitis 

- — 

— _ 

2 

2 

23.  Other  disease  ©f  respiratory  system 

- - 

- - 

- 

- 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

- - 

- - 

1 1 

2 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- - 

- — 

1 - 

1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

- 

- 

- 

- 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

1 

- 

- 

1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

3 - 

- - 

- 5 

8 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

- 

- _ 

_ - 

- 

34.  All  ^ther  accidents 

1 

— — 

1 - 

2 

35.  Suicide 

— — 

— — 

— - 

- 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— — 

— — 

— - 

— 

Totals  

A 1 11  5 

A9  A6 

116 

I 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  INFANCY 


Atelectasis  1 
Asphyxia  1 
Congenital 

malformations  1 
Prematurity  1 
Septicaemia  1 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  0F_  HEL'ATH  AND  iVEDICLiL  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 
PROVIDED  BY  THE  NORTH  TOST  METROPOLITAN  lEGIONx^L  HOJPI1AL  BOARD 


GENER.IL  HOSPITALS 


Bedford  General  Hospital,  South  Wing,  Kempston  Road,  Bedford 
Bedford  General  Hospital,  North  Wing,  Kimbolton  Road,  Bedford 
North  Herts  Hospital,  Hit  chin,  Herts 
Lister  Hospital,  Hitchin,  Herts 


GERIATRIC  HOSPITALS 

Bedford  General  Hospital,  North  Wing,  Kimbolton  Road,  Bedford 

Clapham  Hospital,  near  Bedford 

Biggleswade  Hospital,  Pot ton  Road,  Biggleswade 


MATERNITY  HOSPITALS 

Bedford  General  Hospital,  North  Wing,  Kimbolton  Road,  Bedford 
North  Herts  Hospital,  Hitchin,  Herts 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  HOSPITALS 


Spittlesea  Isolation  Hospital,  Luton 


PSYCHIATRIC  HOSPITAL 


Fairfield  Hospital,  Arlesey 


MENTALLY  SUB-NORMAL 

Bromhara  Hospital,  near  Bedford 


CHEST  CLINIC 


Bedford  General  Hospital,  North  Wing,  Kimbolton  Read,  Bedford. 


VENEREAL  DISEASE  CLINIC 


Bedford  General  Hospital,  South  Wing,  Kempston  Road,  Bedford 
MINATUEE  RADIOGRAPHY 

Biggleswade  (The  Lawns)  - Tuesdays,  11.15  a.m.  to  11. A5  a.m. 
PHYSIOTHERAPY  CLINIC 

Biggleswade  (The  Lawns)  — Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoons 

bacteriological  laboratory 

Bedford  General  Hospital,  North  Wing,  Kimbolton  Road,  Bedford. 
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PROVIDED  BY  THE  BEDFORDSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


The  Service  provided  by  the  Bedfordshire  County  Council  has 
satisfactorily  met  the  needs  of  the  area.  It  covers  the  full  twenty- 
four  hours  and  is  free  of  charge. 

In  addition  to  moving  emergency  cases,  ambulance  or  sitting-case 
car  transport  is  available  for  carrying  patients  unable  to  travel  by  other 
means  to  and  from  hospitals  and  clinics,  when  attendance  is  necessary  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  medical  treatment. 

Except  in  the  case  of  an  emergency,  the  request  for  an  ambulance 
must  be  made  by  a Medical  Practitioner  or  other  authorised  person.  This 
should  be  to  the  nearest  depot. 

The  service  now  also  covers  the  removal  to  Isolation  hospitals  of 
patients  suffering  from  infectious  disease. 

The  following  depots  are  situated  in  the  eastern  and  northern 
districts  of  the  County: - 

Biggleswade  ....  Chestnut  Avenue  ....  Tel:  Biggleswade  2295 

Bedford Bedford  Road,  Kempston  ....  Tel:  Bedford  5335/6 


DOMICILIARY  NURSING;  AND  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 


This  service  is  administered  by  the  North  Eastern  Divisional.  Health 
Ccmmittee.  The  nurses  employed  are  

Miss  M.P.  Stafford,  38  Mead  End,  Biggleswade  ...  Tel:  3266 
Miss  P.  Briggs,  41  Oak  Crescent,  Biggleswade  ...  Tel:  2332 


HEALTH  VISITING-  SERVICE 

Miss  D.A.Hipkiss,  Cottage  Road,  Sandy. ..Tel:  375 


HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


Organiser:  Mrs.  Van  Berckelaer,  Medical  Centre,  Union  Street,  Bedford 

Tel:  2207 


INFANT  73SLFARE  CENTRE 

The  Lawns  Health  Centre,  The  Baulk,  Biggleswade  ....  every  Tuesday 

afternoon  2 - 4 p.m. 


DENTAL  CLINIC  FOR  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

The  Lawns  Health  Centre,  The  Baulk,  Biggleswade  - Four  mornings  a week. 


CHIROPODY  SERVICE 

This  service  is  provided  by  appointment. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  TIE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

The  water  supplied  in  the  area  has  proved  very  satisfactory 
in  quantity  and  quality.  It  is  pumped  direct  from  G-reensand  and 
requires  no  treatment  other  than  chlorination. 

Results  of  bacteriological  examination  of  the  raw  water  and 
samples  of  th§  water  from  various  points  in  the  distribution 
system  taken  regularly  by  the  Water  Board  and  by  this  Authority 
have  all  been  sterile.  The  water  is  of  a high  standard  of  organic 
purity  and  is  not  plumbo- solvent . The  following  report  of  the 

County  Public  Health  Laboratory  is  of  a sample  sent  in  for 
examinat ion : - 


Chemical  examination  in  parts 


Appearance  - Clear  and  bright 

Colour 

Odour 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

7.2 

30 

350 

380 

19 

225 

300 

225 

75 

0.0 


Turbidty 

Reaction  pH 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

Electric  Conductivity 

Dissolved  Solids  dried  at  180  deg  C. 

Chlorine  present  as  Chloride 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate 

Hardness:  Total 


Carbonate 
N on- c a rb ona t e 


Nitrate  Nitrogen 
Nitrite  Nitrogen 
Ammoniacal  Nitrogen* 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen* 
Metals:  Iron 


less  than  0.01 


Absent 

Absent 


0.00 

0.00 


Zinc,  Copper,  Lead  and  Manganese 


Oxygen  Absorbed 
Residual  Chlorine 
Fluoride 
Silica 


0.10 

Absent 


less  than  0.1 
18 


To  convert  to  ammonia  multiply  by  1.21 
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Water  supply  contd 


The  following  safeguards  are  taken  to  prevent 
contamination: 


(a)  Careful  watch  at  sources  against  any  possible 

contaminat ion 

(b)  Medical  Inspection  of  all  workmen  employed  at 

sources 

( c)  Continuous  chlorination  at  sources 

(d)  Constant  watch  on  bacterial  quality  of  water 

reaching  the  consumer  by  routine  sampling 

( e)  Sterilisation  of  apparatus  by  a strong  chloros 

solution  following  new  or  remedial  works.  (No 
new  mains  are  placed  into  service  before 
satisfactory  bacteriological  reports  have  been 
obtained) 


Nearly  lOCfto  of  dwelling  houses  in  these  districts  now  has 
a piped  supply  from  the  Board’ s mains.  There  are  now  no  public 
standpipes  in  use  in  the  area.  I regret  that  I have  no  precise 
knowledge  of  the  number  of  houses  where  the.,  only  source  of  supply 
is  an  outside  private  standpipe. 


The  whole  of  the  district  is  on  main  drainage  except 
for  a few  outlying  properties  along  the  Potton  Hoad  and 
Langford  Road.  A cesspool  emptying  service  is  provided  for 
them. 


It  is  now  time  that  consideration  be  given  to  an  extension 
of  the  sewer  along  Potton  Road. 


A new  disposal  works  is  now  under  construction. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OP  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


« 

DISEASE 

' Und.er 

1 

1-4- 

5-9 

; 

* 

i Over 

10  - 15  1 15 

Total  ! 

; 

1 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

2 

1 i 3 

7 

Infective  Hepatitis 

- 

“ 

3 

i 2 

5 

Measles 

1 

4 

19 

- ! - 

24 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

2 

5 

i i i 

10 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary 

— 

2 

2 

i 5 

9 

" other 

- 

_ 

" 

! 3 

3 

TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases 
notified  since  1947  §=hd  the  number  of  deaths  over  that  period. 


NEW  CASES 

f 

! 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary  j Non- pulmonary 

Totals 

Pulmonary 

N on-  p ul  mona  ry 

Totals 

YEAR 

! 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M P 

. ! 

1947 

1 

3 

i 

i 

< 

i 

1 

* 

1 

| 

2 

1948 

2 

5 

i 

2 

10 

- 

- 

1949 

4 

1 

i i 

_ 

6 

2 

_ 

1 

3 

1950 

5 

5 

i 

2 

13 

1 

- 

1 

1951 

3 

2 

i 

i — 

- 

5 

2 

1 

3 

1952 

3 

- 

\ 

i — 

- 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1953 

6 

4 

j 

~ 

10 

1 

- 

| 1 

1954 

2 

1 

J 

- 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1955 

2 

3 

i - 

1 

6 

- 

- 

{ 

1956 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1957 

2 

— 

1 

3 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1958 

1 

4 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1959 

3 

3 

! _ 

- 

6 

- 

; 1 

I960 

9 

2 

! - 

— 

! 11 

1 

- 

. i 

1961 

- 

1 

i 

- 

1 

- 

1 

_ 

1 

1962 

1 

2 

i 

- 

! 4 

— 



1963 

— 

— 

i 

- 

- 

i ~ 

- 

) 

1964 

4 

5 

i 

j 

l 

3 

12 

J 

- 

- 

- 

The  Mobile  Chest  X-Ray  Unit  visits  Biggleswade  regularly  to  provide  a 
service  for  local  Medical  Practitioners.  It  is  stationed  at  "The  Lawns"  every 
Tuesday  morning,  between  11.15  a.m.  and  11.4-5  a.m. 


- 9 - 


M ' 


■ 

— 

■ 

■ 


. 

l 

. 

•- 

■ 

- 

' 

' 


IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 


It  is  now  possible  to  protect  persons  against  an  increasing 
number  of  infections  by  the  use  of  vaccines  and  toxoids.  The 
Bedfordshire  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  provision  of  this 
service  which  is  given  direct  at  clinics  or  through  the  General 
Medical  Practitioners.  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus, 
Poliomyelitis,  Smallpox  and  Tuberculosis  are  the  diseases  dealt  with. 

The  tables  presented  below  are  supplied  by  the  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  and  indicate  the  work  carried  out  in  the  Division 
during  the  year. 


DOSES  GIVEN  

DIPHTHBRIA/WHOOPING  COUGH/TET.iNUS 


Primaiy  course  completed 


2,987 


TETANUS 


Re-infc.Dcing  injections 


2,733 


SMALLPOX  'VACCINATION 


Primary  vaccination  1,020 

Re- vaccination  178 


POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 


Primary  course  completed  2,359 

Re- inforcing  doses  2,790 


TUBERCULOSIS  VACCINATION 


Number  vaccinated 


628 


y 

' . • ' ' ; 
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REPORT  OF  SURVEYOR  AI?D  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTBR 


YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  19G4 


Building  Plans:  v 

The  following  building  plans  were  approved  by  the  Council  and  work  inspected 
and  drains  tested  during  course  of  construction:- 


Dwellings  36 
Alterations,  Additions,  Conversions.  35 
Temporary  siting  of  Caravan.  1 
Garages.  61 
Temporary  classrooms.  2 
Overhead  lines.  3 
Change  of  use.  4 
Rest  Chapel . 1 
Factories  (inci.  extensions).  4 
Chops.  5 
Advertisement  signs.  8 
E.E.D.  Substations.  3 
Car  Port . 1 
Conservatories.  9 
Accesses.  3 
Y/ater  Tower.  1 
Office.  1 
Car  Showroom.  2 


180 


General  Sanitary  Inspections 

TABLE  1 - The  following  inspections  were  made  and  nuisances  abated  or  defects 
remedied  by  informal  action. 


General  nuisances  and  visits.  203 
Rodent  Control . 64 
Housing.  101 
Council  Houses.  4413 
Factories.  24 
Petrol  Licencing.  39 
Food  Premises.  110 
Drainage.  21 
Smoke  Observations.  3 
Unsound  Food . 6 
Infectious  Disease.  5 
Caravans . 12 
Cinemas . 5 
Brewery . 2 
Refuse  Tip.  16 
Market  Stalls.  12 
Pet  Shops.  2 
Improvement  Grants.  35 
Offices,  Chops  Zi  Railway  Premises  Act.  55 


Sixty-four  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  Rodent  Control  and 
treatment  undertaken  as  required,  and  one  test  baiting  of  sewers  was  carried  out. 

As  a result  of  the  typhoid  fever  outbreak  in  Aberdeen,  126  visits  were  paid 
to  all  premises  handling  food  in  the  area,  in  a search  for  certain  defined 
categories  of  tinned  corned  beef,  and  later,  tinned  tongue.  One  tin  only  within 
the  suspect  category  was  found. 
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TABLE  2 FOOD  PREMISES 


1.  SHOPS 

No. 

Visits 

(a) 

Bakehouses 

5 

15 

(b) 

Confectioners 

10 

29 

(c) 

Butchers 

7 

32 

(d) 

Grocers 

16 

21 

(e) 

Greengrocers 

3 

16 

(f) 

General  Stores 

11 

24 

(g> 

Fish  Shops 

7 

8 

2.  MARKET  STALLS  (Food) 

6 

12 

3.  CATERING  E ST ABL1  SIIMENT  S 

(a) 

Cafes  and  restaurants 

5 

12 

(b) 

Canteens  (Industrial) 

O 

xJ 

12 

(c) 

(Schools) 

4 

10 

(d) 

Hotels 

2 

6 

(e) 

Club  Premises 

3 

8 

4.  LICENSED  PREMISES 

20 

42 

The 

total  number  of  food  premises 

etc. , 

in  the  area  is  102. 

TABLE  3.  MEAT  .MID  CTIIER  FOOD  FOUND  TC  BE 

UNFIT 

o 

fj 

a 

COI I CUMPT I ON  AND  CONDEMNED 

The  following  foods  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and 
were  surrendered  voluntarily: - 


Food 


Weight 


Condition 


Cooked  Ham 
Corned  Beef 
Luncheon  Meat 
Tinned  Fears 
Shell  Fish 


43  lbs. 
54  ” 

109  " 

6 " 

93  " 


Decomposition 

If 

f» 

II 

If 


TABLE  4.  REPAIRS,  IMPROVEMENT S ETC.  TO  FOOD  PREMISES 

Premises  Re-decorated 
Alterations  (structural) 

Counter  covers  provided 


2 

1 

1 
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TABLE  5. 


IICUCI1IG  oT.'.TICTICS 


1 .  Inspections  of  dwelling  houses  durinc  tho  year. 

(1) (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  36 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  mado  101 

(2)  (a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  23 

(b)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-para  2(a)  above  found  not 

to  be  ir.  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  13 


2 . Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices: - 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  their  officers  13 

3 . Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : - 

A . Proceedings  under  Sections  S,  16,  or  42  Housing  Act  1957 : - 

(1)  Humber  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  - 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  - 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  - 

B . Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : - 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices :- 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  16  and  17  of  the  Housing  Act  1957:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders 

were  made  16 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  demolition 

orders  12 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  16  and  17  of  the  Housing  Act  1957:- 

(1)  Number  of  separate  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  7 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  closing  orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit  2 
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y.-icroniss  and  workshops 

The  following  factories  and  workshops  are  registered: *» 


Brewers  1 
Millers  3 
Motor  Cycle  Engineers  13 
General  Engineers  9 
Joiners  2 
Plumbers  5 
Printers  2 
Coot  Repairers  3 
Laundry  1 
Lingerie  Manufacturers  l 
Bookbinding  1 
Miscellaneous  1G 
Furniture  Manufacturing  1 


FACTORIES  ACT  1937 
PART  1 


1 . Inspections  : 


Precise s 

Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Number  of 

Written 

Notices 

Number  of 
Occupiers 
Prosecuted 

1,  Factories  in  which 
sections  1,2, 3, 4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

8 

8 

2,  Factories  not 
included  in  1 in  which 
section  7 is  enforced 
by  Local  Authority 

50 

12 

3.  Other  precises  in 
v/hich  section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers  premises) 

4 

Total 

58 

24 

- 

- 

14 


. • 


; 


' 


. . . 

. 


— ...  • - « — — — - 


2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number  of  ca 

ses  in  which  defects 

Number  of  cases 

were  found:- 

in  which  pro sec 

utions  were 

To  II.  M. 

By  II.I.I. 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

V/ant  of  cleanliness. 

Overcrowding . 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temp- 

erature 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences: 

a.  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

b.  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

c.  Not  separate  for 

sexes. 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 

the  Act  (not  relating 

to  Outwork) 

» 

! 

....  . 

— 

— 

PART  VIII 


OUTY/ORIC 


Nature 

of 

v/ork 


Wearing 

Apparel 

(Making) 


SECTION  110 

No.  of  outworkers  on  August 

list  required  by  Section  110(1)  (S)  ....  3 

No.  of  cases  of  default  in 

sending  lists  to  the  Council  — 

No.  of  prosecutions  for 

failure  to  supply  lists  - 

SECTION  III 

No.  of  instances  of  work  in  unwholesome 
premise  s ............  - 

Notices  served  - 

Prosecutions  — 
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The  requirements  for  employees  in  shops  are  a substantial  extension  of 
those  contained  in  the  Chops  Act,  1950,  and  those  for  office  staff  virtually 
new.  It  has  been  necessary,  therefore,  to  advise  employees  on  the  many  aspects 
of  the  Act,  to  measure  offices  and  other  workrooms  to  check  for  overcrowding,  to 
inspect  machinery,  staircases,  floors  and  items  of  disrepair  involving  risk  of 
injury,  to  eliminate  dirty  conditions  injurious  to  health  and  to  check  provision 
for  first-aid  treatment. 

As  one  would  expect,  the  proportion  of  premises  already  complying  in  every 
respect  with  the  requirements  is  quite  small.  On  the  other  hand,  those  in  which 
conditions  are  very  bad  are  equally  rare.  In  most  cases  verbal  notice  was  and  is 
being  given  of  any  matters  requiring  attention. 

Many  of  the  Orders  and  Regulations  made  by  the  Minister  of  Labour  are  already 
operative.  The  following  will  come  into  force  on  the  dates  mentioned: 

The  Sanitary  Conveniences  Regulations,  1964.  1st  January,  1966. 

The  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  First  Aid  Order, 

1964,  (Article  4).  1st  September,  1965. 

The  Information  for  Employees  Regulations,  1965,  1st  June,  1935. 

The  Y/ashing  Facilities  Regulations,  1964.  1st  January,  1966. 


Section  5 of  the  principal  Act,  which  sets  space  standards  to  eliminate 
overcrowding,  applied  immediately  to  all  rooms  brought  into  use  as  shops  or 
offices  on  or  after  31st  July,  1963.  Those  rooms  that  were  already  in  such 
use  must  comply  before  the  1st  August,  1967. 
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House  Scavenging 


The  method  of  refuse  collection,  viz:-  by  direct  labour  from  approximately 
two-thirds  of  the  district,  and  by  Contract  from  the  remaining  one-third,  has  been 
continued  during  the  year  and,  in  general,  has  given  satisfactory  results.  A new 
16  -24  cu.  yd.  "Dennis'  compression  type  refuse  collection  vehicle  and  a second- 
hand Shelvoke  and  Drewry  side  loader  vehicle  were  purchased  during  the  year  in 
replacement  of  old  vehicles.  The  Contract  collections  arc  carried  out  with  a 12 
cu.  yd.  side  loader  vehicle  provided  by  the  Contractor.  Refuse  disposal  is 
effected  by  means  of  -controlled  tipping.  The  present  refuse  tip  is  now  practically 
filled  and  the  provision  of  an  alternative  is  beireg  investigated.  Serious 
difficulties  are  being  experienced  in  finding  a suitable  area  within  a reasonable 
distance  of  the  district. 


Waste  paper  is  not  collected  but  a limited  amount  of  salvage  of  scrap  metal 
and  rags  etc.  has  been  continued  and  is  undertaken  during  the  course  of  normal 
refuse  collection.  A bonus  scheme  is  in  operation  for  this  work.  The  collections 
during  the  year  wore  as  follows: - 

Tons  Cwt  s . Crs . Lbs . 


Scrap  Iron 
Mixed  Aluminium 
Brass,  copper  and  lead 
Rags,  wool  and  bagging 


1 


1 


8 2 

2 3 5 

2 2 21 

10  2 8 


Sewage  Disposal 

A tender  has  been  accepted  and  work  was  commenced  in  November  on  the 
construction  of  new  sev.age  disposal  works.  Good  progress  is  being  made  on  this 
scheme  which  it  is  anticipated  will  take  two  years  to  complete. 


Water  Supply 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  Mid-Beds.  Water  Board  and  the  supply  has 
continued  to  be  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

Housing 

A contract  for  the  erection  of  24  houses  was  completed  during  the  year.  A 
further  contract  for  24  houses  and  garages  has  been  let  and  construction  work  will 
commence  early  next  year. 

66  private  houses  were  erected  in  the  district  in  1964. 


T.  WILSON  M.I.Mun.E.,  M.R.S.II. 

Public  Health  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 


Stratton  House, 
The  Baulk, 
Biggleswade . 
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